PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


1.  DATE 

2.  LOCATION 

19  Nov  6l 

t-tickinaw,  Illinois 

3,  OATE-TIM£  GROUP 

4.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

Local  ■ 

^ Grouridl- Vl  auol 

D Grovnif*  Rador 

GMT  . . 

□ Atr- Visual 

□ Aif.  |ntcrc«pl  Radar 

S.  PHOTOS 

6.  SOURCE 

□ Y*t 

X)  Nr 

Civilian 

7.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION 

B.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 

9.  COURSE 

3-4  nin. 

General iy  E 

12.  «C0NCLUS10KS 
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□ 


BaMoon 

Probably  BdTooii 
Poiiibty  Balloon 

Wot  Aircraft 
Probobly  Aircrofi 
Pofttibty  AircroFt 

Wat  Attronomi col 
Probobly  A »f ronomicol 
Possibly  Attronomicai 

otk„  Faada_J3ear  i!gr’u^  j 

fnsuffict^nt  Dofo  for  EvaloaliAg^ 
UnW  no 


u 

Lr 


BH]EF  SUMMARY  OF  SICMTIMG 

if  nen  plowing  field  at  night  noticed  brigh 
Light  in  They  stopped  tractors  to  watch 
light  and  observed  it  to  break  into  niuserous 
ether  lights.  'I'hese  lights  faded  in  and  out 
h-^ith  no  apparent  pfittern.  Cluster  of  light:; 
peved  froni  AS  elevation  95*  in  a straig 

line  to  and  elevation  of  90“  in  the  K.  Ligjits 
just  faded  out  of  sight  in  distance.  Duration 
3-J*  nin. 


n.  comments 

It  is  con::liided  that  sighting  resulted 
when  a refueling  mission  occurred  in 
Pania  Bear  refueling  sector.  Pattern 
of  lights  described  by  vritnesses  was 
probably  those  of  tanker.  Direction  of 
Panda  Bear  sector  parallels  that  of 
co:ir=e  taken  by  UFO.  Is  no  evidence 
available  which  indicates  objects  seen 
are  interplanetary  space  vehicles  or 

that  they  constitute  threat  to  security 
of  U3. 


ATIC  FORM  (RRV  SEP  S3) 


I had  both  men  trace  out 


of  about  30*^*  The  path  did  not  cone  any  where  near  the  zenith,  as  was 


The  lights  apparently  began  their  motion  at  the  instant  that  the  numerous  lights  appeared 


The  lights  preserved  their  particular  pattern  and  moved  across  the  sky  as  a small,  coit5)act 


cluster  that  could  easily  have  been  coveared  hy  the  thumbnail  held  at  arms  length*  Appenzeller 


that  he  may  have  seen  the  lJ,ght  on  the  previous  turn  around  the  field,  but 


thought 


he  was  not  sure.  Both  3nen  insisted  that  the  bright  light  was  there  and  stationary  at 


least  three  or  four  mintMim  minutes  before  it  ira,s  seen  to  break  up  into  smaller  lights 


sudden  fashion.  T asked  the  men to  think  calmly  about  how  long  it  took  the  cluster 

move 

of  lights  to/crom  Hie  sky  to  the  disappearance  polntiL  (iHie  lights  just  faded  out  in  the 
distance),^  and  to  urLte  it  down  independently  on  slips  of  paper  that  I had  provided  them  with 


and  h minutes.  Both  men 


VJhen  I opened  the  papers  the  resul 


the  boJlot  was  3 minute 


confirmed  the  fac 


ter  of  liglits  wag  trailed  by  an  itty  bitty  S>  lifyit 


that  differed  fn;m  the  fathers 


ipHrently  being  more  reddish,  and  which  estrnitted 


aid  that  there  was  just  an  occasional  spark 


sparks.  Questioned  about  th 


fi'Qni  the  - llglit , - X rt  rltKps  abotr 


during  the  .interval 


on  the  noise  and  no  amo^t  of  coming  back  to  the  subject 


X.  theis  would  shake  them  frcM  the  fact  that  the  noise  real  and  very 


1/ho  had  served  ivith  SACS 


easily  audible  a 


as  an  engine  mechanic,  knows  his  planes'  and  prided  himself  during  his 


that  he  could  rsco.ir.ize  various  types  of  planes  at  considerab.le  distances  by  the  sound  of 


did  not  concenirate  on  the  lights  but  on  the  sound  and  was  attempting 


episode  v/hat  type  of  engine  it  might 


to  turn  over  in  his  mind  during  the  entire 


identify  no  single  engine.  Tlie  noise  reseihbled  t'nat  of  a diesel,  of 


be.  He  could 


and  of  the  rumble  of  thunder;  he 


aid  a sound  effects  man  might  liave  produ 


on  Hovember  JK)th 


the  accuracy  being  ascribable  to  the  fact  that  the  boys  had  determined  tiiat  t'ney  would  not 


vork  past  midni^t  and  liad  been  watching  their  watches  rather  closely  and  were  getting  ready 


to  call  it  a night.  After  the  agarition  the  boys  sat  arcnnd  in  the  field  finishing  their 


cigarettes  and  discussing  what  they  would  have  done  had  the  thing  landed  in  the  field  and 


The  next  day,  in  the  course  of  their  official,  duties,  they  discussed  it  with  their 


tory  finsslly  coming  to  the 


ears  of  Capt.  Pilon.  He  had  the  Ejen  report  this  then  through  official  channels.  He  per 


was  at  first  tengjted  to  dismiss  the  whole  thing  but  .trfaafc  felt  that  it»waa  safer  to 


have  the  thing  on  record  and 


recorded  lest  soiae thing  should  ccoe  of  it  later 


On  tliat  very  day,  lfc*#*ember  21,  the  chap 


aid  that  he  had  been 


lying  In  bed  the  previous  night  about  that  tirce  and  heard  what  he  thou^t  at  first  was  a 


diesel  train  comLiig  up  the  rarely-used  spur  track- tliat  -passes  about  l/8  of  a mile  from  his 

them 

home.  Both  he  ajid  his  wife  apparently  heard  the  noise,  which  pu^zled/JS6^,  because  the  train 


to  pass  by  afe  is  the  wont  of  trains  that  travel  on 


tracks  that  pa 


r fanner  who  Irad  been  helpnnf 


farm  during  the  course 


of  which  proedh 


hovering  over  the  .".ractor  in  an  attempt  to  find  out  the  trouble,  the  incident  of  the  previous 
evening  was  apparently  recalled  just  briefly, whereupon-  CSfetricn  exclaimed  something  about- 

- * ■ - • -w  * 

that  he  had  seen  the  same  thing,  before  the  other  two  beys  v/ere  able  to  go  into  JSt  any  de- 


They  did  not  discuss  the  mtter  further  because  they  quickly  turned  to  dlscussirg 


d is  located  six  to  eight  miles  fran  the  field  in  question,  Anchhsr 


long-time  employee  of  the  Caterpil.lar  Tractor 


the  Ale:u'nder  Bott 


Serth./orm  Tractor 


stories  o 


I 


fame  in  the  Saturday  Evening  Post.  Ipson,  J.  belief's  the  acne  is,  found  -writing  the  Alexander 

\ 

Botts  stories  so  profitable  that  he  quit  his  job  at  Caterpillar  Tractor  Con^jany,  and  became 
a professional  writer. 


A 4>X. 


-r-t-n-t t.bf*  -insuRction  of  the  field,  wo  aT  1 called  upon  Hr. 


who  liveo  approximately  3 ^ miles  from  the  field.  On  that  nl^t  of  November  20,  at 

some  undete  mined  ■time,  but  definitely  prior  to  11  o' clock,  and  most  prdkably  bet^feen  10 


and  10:30j 


s been  caning  back  I’rcm  town  and  as  he  walked  into  his  farmhouse,  he 


looked  up  and  saw  what  he  took  to  be  a low-flying  plane  with  a rcw  square  lights  like  com- 
partment windows,  lie  associated  no  noise  with  the  slating.  He  walked  urdiurrledly  into 
the  house  and  called  to  his  wife  to  ask  whether  she -ngMMiwiferowKasfcwt  cared  to  see  a frying 
saucer.  They  both  looked  out  the  kitchen  window  (and  I did  too  later)  and  saw  this  object 


procedlng  at  a vogue  clip*. 


disarming 


anything 


a low-flying  fS*  aircraft,  and  no  noise  and  he  wasn't  e^'■en  sure  of  directions  unti  I had 
to  identify  them  for  Jiim.  As  close  as  we  can  get,  the  craft  was  moving  fraa  south  to  north. 


and  disappeared  fri.Tia' 


view  in  his  northt/est  quadrant 


is  a xjaragon  oi 


negative  curios and  a good  20  nini~3S  questioning  yielded  oijly  a few  crumbs,  but  well** 


repeated 


cr!inib3,  of  basic  i 


Bidding  gc<>l-bye  to 


-ion. 

bcrtly  thereai'tcr  to 

im'^lted 


and  I proceeded 


back  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Sciacr-m  and  I thereupon/the  Captain  and  Sam  to  have  lunch 
with  me  at  the  o.ii'noit.  A.f  tar  lunch  I bid  both  these  gcntlemicn  good-bye  and  reported  in  to 
the  ticket  desk  (•'!/  to  find  tnac  ry  fli^t  had  been  cancelled  and  that  the  next  one  left 


sane  four  hours  la-ier.  I retired  uo  the  nursery  to  sleep.  I ha^  now  airakeded  from  my  nap 

i 

«■ 

and  this  is  bei2'.g  dictated 'in  the  nursery  of  the  greater  Peoria  airport.  It  is  yet  one  and 
a half  hours  to  flight  time.  ••  ••  . • . ... 

Suggested  solution;  During  the  entire  course  of  interrogation,  two  things  kept  coming 

ri  h ■ 

L 

to  mind:  is  that  the  white  light  originally  desettbed  tallied  so  closely  with  a landing 

■ 

li^t  andj^  Second,  that  the  close  cluster  of  lights  lilce\fise  tallied  with  the  sighting  of 

5 

my  own  about  1950  from  the  balcony  of  the  Perkins  Observatory.  There  I had  turned  a H-inch 

telescope  on  to  the  apparition  and  studied  the  arrangement  of  lights  qivLte  closely.  There 

wefea  seme  8 arranged  in  clusterci  formation  that  scaehow  reminded  me  o?  a small 

Christmas  tree  making  a stately... cruise  of  the  slcy.  This,  later  turned  out  to  be,  after  a 

' > 

great  deal  of  questioning  and  a great  many  no's  and  denials  that  an;/body  !mew  arjrthing,  turned 


out  to.be  a KC-97  tanlcer,  A tanlcer  of  this  sort  hois,  I understand,  a large  boom  light  end 


during  refueling  operations  every  light  on  the  plane  is  on  full  blast.  At  the  close  of  our 
first  tioming  session,  before  we  repaired  to  the  field,  I had  pointed  out  this  reseablance 


to  Capt. 


and  asked  whether  there  wereJ  any  tanker  runs  in  the  area.  Capt 


said 


t’iiat  KC-97’s  ane  on  the  way  out,  but  that  there  were®  two  of  them  based  at  O' Hare  and  that 


conceivably  they  might  have  coitB  down  this  way. 


ointed  out  that  he  saw  no  navi- 


gation lights  and  that  both  this,  and  the  fact  that  they  iiad  seen  it  stationary  for  so  long, 
did  not  jibe  with  the  tanker  interpretation. 


ITonetheleas,  whe 


d I returned  to  the  squadron  base  after  cn,ir  ^interview  with 


hod  been  doing  some  investigating  of  hiw  own  and  had  found  that  there  was  a 

tenlter  run  called  Bear  tloat  operated  between  Indianapolis,  Kansas  City,  DesHoines  and 

Springf  ield_jand  tlmt  the  shaded  portion  of  the  run  shoim  on  the  map  lay  squarely  over 

had  been 

Macinack.  It  now  remains  to  deteniine  whether  on  the  night  of  Ilcrvember  20th  there/»i.aa  indeed 


a tanker  run  in  progress. 

1 

The  case  as  one  might  recces  vruu"  it  on  a tanker  hypothesis  follovrs:  the  tanker  was 

making  circular  riins  of  very  large  redos,  as  I used  to  observe  in  tlifi  Coluiribus  area,  near 


Lockbome  Air  Fore*  Base, 


ie.y  iiAve  seen  the  boom  light,  which  is  reported  to 


be/large, ittH  white  ligrt  c'a  cr.e  of  his  swings  around  the  field.  On' his  neict  swing 


around,  he  may  htw** 


line  of  sight. 


raced  the  teuiker  on  a straight  line  run  nearly  parallel  to  his 


.a  tie 


stated  that  he  hftd  seen  the  snail  light  trailing, 


This  would  presunal)ly  be  the  jet  on  the  stem  chase,  closing  in  for  contact  v/ith  the  boom 

V- 

The  breaking  up  'into  several  li^ts  could  very  well  arise  frcia  the  fact  that  although  ori' 


gianlly  resolved  tliey  were  lost  in  the  glare  of  the  white  light  until  the  plane  came  close 

apparent 

enfiju^  30  the/angular  separation  of  the  lights  was  sufficient  to  allow  the  lights  to 


be  visible  despite  the 


bright,  white  light.  This  would  give  the  appearance  of  tliiir 


suddenly  having  cciae  into  view.  The  noise  could  be  ejcplainsd  by  being  the  conposlte  noise 


of  the  recipArocating  engines  of  the  KC-97  and  the  noise  of  the  jet  motor|.  Combined,  these 


two  sounds  would  make  identification  with  any  one  type  of  aircrai't  a bit  diffiouJ-t.'  There 
is  nothing  in  the  remainder  of  the  f li^i^t  that  would  run  counter  to  this  inteipretation  other 


than  the  salient  I’act  that  no  navigation  lights  were  noted  by 


ever,  aasxuning  tha 


haA  seen  the  sane  plane  an  hour  or  so  earlier  (it  xms  quite 


I 


4 


* ■ 


-il  •!  4 M 


* * rr 

" f “ 

usual  for  the  Lockhome  tanker  to  circle  about  for  at  least  an  hour)  then  this  can  be  cleared 


up  also,  because  i 


and  his  wife  both  felt  certain,  oflter  rather  insistent  recall. 


tlmt  there  had  been  c2»lored  lights  on  the  plane,  on  the  craft,  and  they  inust  have  been 

red  and  green,  because  if  they  had  been  anj'thing  else  they  ■trould  have  noticed  it/  If  we 

|5 

use  this  highly  unspecific  intelligence  infomation  for  all  it(  worth,  we  can  make  out  a case 


for  the  plane  having  had  navigation  lights  and  that  either 


and 


\7ere  so 


intent  on  the  unusual  formation  of  the  rest  of  the  light*  that  they  failed  to  notice  lights 

that  were  norma},  and  which  they  would  not  have  ccnsidered  at  all  unusual,  or  that  the 

tanker  had  momentarily  flipped  out  its  navigation  ligh'ts  in  favor  of  the  other  bright  lights 

From  my  own  e:<pcrlence,  I can  attest  that  the  tenlcer  lights  that  I saw  were  so  bright  and 

whether 

claimed  my  attenMun  so  much  that  at  present  I cannot  recall/idadb  I also  saw  navigation 


lights  * It  is  m;f  best  belief  that  I did  not.  Indeed,  if  I had,  I would  not  have  remaijied 
puzzled  as  long  as  I did  by  the  ai)parition.  Likewise,  the  Jet  sho\fLd  have  had  navigation 
lights  and  these  were  not  reported. 

Ihe  suggested  solution  is  therefore  by  no  means  airtight,  but,  as  a solution,  depends 
crucially  upen  wn  ether  there  was  a tenker  format  ion  in  the  area  at  that  tlrte  on  that  night, 
If  so,  then  ve  msr,  assijns  that  either  the  navigational  li-hts  were  cut  or  went  unnoticed. 

If  this  prov-?i  to  have  been  a tanlcer,  it  will,  ser^v’e  as  an  excellent  example  of  how  tm 


unaual  but  quite  ”*.:.ural  rhenoaenen  can  remain  a D?0  for  a long  while,  sometimes  permanent} y 

adequate^..* 

investigated  as  soon  as  possible. 


H ^ 


That  is  an  / .’  J ' 


•¥ 


X^9tk  Taetloal  Scpiadron  (SD) 

ujirrsD  srvra  Aiayoici 

2323  3,  Mrport  %a<3 
Poorla*  niiiioda 

.’!?Ptr  TO 

\m  Oft  Seotion  24  Hov  1961 

SUBJ^t  UFO  %port  Clwsk  List 


TOf  ?«r»on9i«»l  Cono«T«ftd 

Th#  followlMg  rsport  is  mibflilttad  In  aoeordano*  vitYt  APR  20CV»2< 

A*  Desorl'ortloB  of  Ths  ObJeet(s)t 

(1)  siapof  BRIOW  Llfarr,  CIJCLIUR 

(2)  31at  Oooparod  To  Knoua  CR>joett  NXC87X 


(3)  Colon  YmOtf  A VHITJ5 
(A)  JltBiwrt  QH2.  BUT  310T. 


J2  OR  ISOSB 


(5)  PoTwUon  If  Mot9  Tfctan  Cnot  APT3R  3R2AIUUP,  ilOOrMUf  CI.'^IUUR  WITH 

oir?  SMALL  LicaT  TRAiLirn  at  sams 


'6)  Any  OiacoroiXiXo  Foatures  Or  r/otalla?  TH3  Li 
S3QUKHCB  /C^D  THZ  TRAILIIKi  LICr^T  KI-Tm:!)  SPAfOCS 


(7)  Tally  Traily  Or  I^bcbausoy  Inoluf^ls^  Sisa  Of  Sazna  Ooeisperod  To  Clas  Of 
Objoctl  SPAiaS  Om.Y  FROM  TPAILIHl  LITrlT 

(8)  Soundy  If  Hoardy  Doacrlba  Soundi  POT  UJILIKE  J'TT  SOUND  BUT  V3H  LCU 

prrcHSD  A:rD  pujcluw 


(9)  OtJior  Porfclaont  Or  I’misual  Peatorosi  WMPH  FI^IST  SIGIfTED  THB  OBJECT 
yAS  nATIONASr  AND  HADE  UO  SOUITD.  SOUND  STAi?rSD  WHEN  OBJECT  BRCXS  DP, 


B,  DsoerlotlOB  Of  Courso  Of  ObJaet(s)i 

(1)  First  Call^  Tho  Attwitlo*  Of  Cbsarrarla)  To  Tim  Objoct(o)? 

oaspmns  • s3artfMtiMlW>  A2c  flcmco 

A FIELD  AT  }H3ir  HEAR  TH^TR  HOMR.  PBIQR  TO  ^^UJPTITR  H0e« 

A3SED  WHAT  TUS  BlZ-aTT  OBJECT  3.U,  0?  THEll  P03I710H  VAST 

THCDCHT  IT  WAS  THE  PLANST  VENDS,  AS  TH2T  DISCUSSED  IT  THE  OBJECT  li: 
''UDDKNLI  INTO  A D02S3I  OS  KONK  LICITTS  WHICH  ID73D  AS  A UNIT 


(2)  -An^lo  Or  Elemtion  And  Asidotli  Of  Obj«ot(a)  Wh«i  First  Cbsor*^t 
APPBCa  20,000  FE3T  AT  AH  AIJOLF  Of  40-60  DBO  EL37ATI0M  3.U,  C?  TH311  POSITIOH 


(3)  Or  Elsmtioa  And  AslaotR  Of  0bjMt(3)  Upon  Dlsappenmnoo i 

20  BFO  ELKVATIOH  E.5.B,  0?  THSIl  POSITION 


f 


(4)  Dlsonptioa  Of  F2i^  F»tli  And  Of  Object (3)1  3T.U1  \Rt  A!3) 

L^rrst  AT  5?SSD 

(5)  How  Did  Tb#  ObJ«ct<s)  Dla«ppear»  nr.UIOT  Oil?  OP  VI3I3L2  :'AU(H5 

(6)  How  Loav?  Was  Tho  Ctojeot(s)  Visible*  FOUH  TO  7ITiS  lirJTTTKS 

C«  Ma2U9«r  Of  CAssenatlOBi 

(1)  How  Waa  Tbe  C^jsotte)  Obeervedt  Nj\jE(5:D  SITS 

(2)  Statmet  Aa  to  Obtieel  Aids*  NOrm 

+ 

(3)  If  Sighting  Uas  ;1ade  ?roa  Aa  Alroraft  Hole  Tho  FoUovlir;* 

••  Type  A/C  I n/A 

b*  Identlfloatlott  Itanbort  )l/A 

o*  Altltodei  V/k 

d«  noadlngi  Tx/k 

e*  Speed*  H/A 

f • Hane  '^tloat  H/A 

D*  Tl*»  Aad  Date  Of  Slghtlu^i* 

(1)  Zuln  Tlae/bata  Oroop  Of  2005452 

(2)  Light  Conditloas*  OLSAl  SX7,  n:rrHT  IttCH 

Looatioe  Of  ObeervaiK*)*  FOCI  HILS  MID  CH3  S,  07  .':ACXrUV,  ILLEIOIS 

?•  indentlfyla^  Informetlon  On  ObBeryer(a)  1 

(1)  Military  - 

Sradet  S30T 

Orraniaat  ioni  l69th  773 

Duty*  JST  ENOm  M3CIL\?1IC 
Dstlmte  Of  a»labiUty*  0000 

(2)  mitaxy  - HaiMt  MMMMaQHIII 

Oradei  A2C 

OrjjaBlmtloai  l69th  TPS 
Duty*  1=310133  :«n3CHA?HC 

Hatijnte  Of  dellabllA^t  VIEXf  GOGO 

0,  U«ather  St  Wlade-Aloft  Condition  At  The  Tine  And  Plaoe  Of  Slshtlngst 
(1)  CbeerrexCs)  Aeocnnt  Of  Ueather  Coodltlonei  CA7U 

H«  Aay  Other  ChnaiiRl  Aetlvlty  Or  CoadltioM  listeorolo^lcaly  Astroeaoileal  Or 
Othervlee?  30if3 

1,  r09lti«i  Tltloe  & CooeBta  Of  The  Preparing  Offloert  A3  3Q3  EJT  CFPICFl  I 

DOTS  CBS3fWP!B  AND  T»!BI2  STQAI2S  COITICID’J)  TII2T  3TAT3  AiXTHPH 
El  THS  Aa?A  MADS  TH8  SAM8  OBTSiWATIOH  I FS^I,  fiairiSa  C?  TH33S  HPN 

r;.;3  .tadow  to  fabhicats  a stow. 


I 


J,  !^:d3tencQ  Of  F!qrsloal  Srld«Beai  nOTti  _ 

ft- 

rrypTlag  Offldax**^  Sl^iatnret  ROIULD  I.»  PZI;1N 

Cnryt,  UOAF 

All*  Tar^ato  Offloei* 


r f ^ 


L * 
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A R2P0RP  OF  THE  VISIT  TO  PEORIA  IIjIINOIS  ON  SUNDAT  DECEMBER  10,  I96I 


* 


To  Check  into  the  UFO  sighting  of  November  20,  I96I. 

in  question 

Tile  sightin^waa  reported  ttooaKgii  to  the  Aerial  Phenomenon  Division  by  Capt.  Ronald 

■ * * - 

,L.  .Pilon,  Intelligence  Officer  of  the  169th  Tactical  Fighter  Squadron,  2323  Airport  Road, 
Pcojtria,  Illinois*  To  check  into  the  facts  of  this  case  in  accordance  with  our  policy  to 

* 1 * ■ 

have  such  facts  by  direct  interview  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sitting,  I visited  Peoria^ 

Illinois  on  Sunday,  December  10,  196I,  arriving  Peoria  at  8:30  AM.  I was  met  by  Capt,  Pilon, 

of 

who  liad  8o:ranged  a meeting  at  10:00  AM  in  his  office/  adl  the  principals.  Prior  to  the 

m 

meeting,  we  discussed  the  points  of  this  case  as  they  had  been  reported  to  him.  These  were 


essentially  the  as  those  repcn:ed  by  him  through  official  chafimels. 

A summary  of  the  details  obtained  by  direct  questioning  of  (l)  Mr. 


( iSngine 


Mechanic  attached  to  the  Fighter  Squadron),  (2 


(also  attached  to  the  squadron}  pjpA  (1)  Ihr. 


'(farmer  in  the  area  who,  with  his 


wife,  claimed  tva»  seen  ‘';he  same  thing  independ 


Ml* 


was  unable  to  cone  to 


the  general  meeting  ao  we  sou^t  after  the  meeting  and  after 

site 

tuid  I visited  the  jiJLjAx  of  the  slighting,  stane  20  miles  from  the  place  of  our 


w 

meeting). 


The  principal  vxjdw*  witnesses  were 


^s  a recently 


riarried, young  nan  vhoae  father' owns  Jans' a 9OO  acre  f arm 'in  Ma<Sinact;  'Illinois.”  HHXfSHSX 'The' 


, father  is  retired  and  young 


s running  it  ~ yery  much  the  prosperous  young  farmer. 


The  farm  buildings  were*  in  fine  condition  and  sported  one  of  the  i’anciest  silos  I have  over 
seen.  la  the  midst  of  this ’prosperity,’ the  169th  Tactical  Fighter  Squadron,  an  Illinois 


^ -f- 


Air  National  Guard  Outfit  apparently,  was  activated  in  t'ne  recent  crisis,  necessitating 

» ■■ 

leaving  a lot  of  fam  work  undone. . In  an  atteE^t  to  meet  his  own  crisis,  A.ppenzeller  is 

apparently  have 

to 


trying  to  do  quite  tOt  a bit  of  the  farm  work  at  night.  - 
a very  f ine  s’Jfner  'acne  in  Noi-thern  Wiscensin  and  had  invit  :d  on  ocae.sloa 


visit  them.  Because  of  this  obligation. 


.ms  also  helping  with  the  farm  work, 

m 

although  he  lias  no  connection  •with  it.  He  is  a printer  by  trade,  age  25.  On  the  night  of 


Ilovember  20th,  we  find  these  gentlemen  plowing  this  field  from  6:00  HI  with  the  intention  of 


- 2 - 


ready  for  spring  planting.  Two  tractors  were  eir^loye 


was  in  the  3e  ad  tractor 


* 1_  1 

witir 


following  a safe  distance  behind.  It  had  started  out  overcast,  but  about# 

do  * 


9:30  or  10:00  the  clouds  cleared  away  and  the  moonlight  was  then  sui'ficient  to/ their  plcn/lng 
by.  The  ti^ctors  had  lights  nonetheless.  One  starts  plowing  a field  apparently  by  storting 

p 

. . ■ >■  4 

in  one  end  and  going  around  In  ever  decreasing  "circles'*  until  you  end  at  the  middle.  They 


li^the  lead,  noticed  a bri^t 


were  well  intovard  the  center  of  the  field  whe 

li^t  In  the  southwest.  I took  pictures  later  of  the  areq  of  the  sky  and  the  telephone 

■■  ^ 

poles  used  as  marker  sighters  from  the  approximate  position  the  tractors  had  the  time  of 


the  sight  in, 


'oXlowing  behind 


saw 


stop  bis  tractor  and 


pulled  up  alongside.  This  operation  taJting,  apparentJy,  less  tiian  a minute,  Vlith 


tractor  engines  sidll  going 


the  bright  llglit 


shouted  over  to 


ha#  pulled  over  to  the  left 


calling  bis  attention  bo 


which  caused  him  to 


have  to  look  over  his  shoulder  to  see  the  light.  Both  agreed  that  the  light  was  stationary, 


exceedingly  bright  and  white. 


that  was  undoubteiUy  Venus. 


looked  and  turned  around  and  called  back  to  say  that 
told  me  that  erver  since  a child  he  bad  had  an  interest 

A 


in  astroncB^  and  on  hiking  trips  waking  up  early  in  the  morning  he  would  see  Venus  in  the -sky 

/>Tid  no  he’  Was"  quit^  Bui*s  (l/illing  to' bet  radney^  "that  this  was 


Ven’os . At 


a.t  they  shat  down  the  tractors  and  lit  a cigarette,  Tney  are  not  absolutely 


certain  they  lit  cigarette  at  this  time  but  they  z’ound  tneaselves  with  a cigarettes ' after 


h 4 


■ 

the  sighting  was  ever,  so  presinmoly  lighted  them  just  about  that  time 


looked  again  at  tha  'white  light,  turned  back  to 


and  • in  a short  ijistant  looked 


■ 

back  toward  tlie  light.  In  that  short  interval  the  light  had  broken  up  into  numerous  (0  to 

H 

a dozen,  they  couldn't  agree)  other  •white  lights,  clustering  about  the  main  white  light. 

These  lights  faded  in  and  out  with  no  apparent  periodicity  or  pattern.  They  did  not  ever  go  . 

•» 

cos^letely  out  but  while  one  dimmed  and  brightened  three  or  four  times  another  one  might  have 


dimmed  only  once.-  Tne  -lights  were  clustered  close  together  and 


indicated  tliat  in 


the  spaces  between  the  lights  there  would  have  been  cniy  enough  room  to  fit  at  most  one  other 
light.  This  cluster  of  lights  then'  moved  from  an  elevation  of  about  35“  sJ^d  aamuth  23O,  in 


essentially  a straight  line  bo  an  elevation  of  about  20"  almost  directly  in  the  east. 


f 


